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| recognize no God except the God that is to be
found in the hearts of the dumb millions...
And | worship the God that is Truth...

through the services of these millions.
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PREFACE

"t is our social responsibility as citizens of India to help fulfil Gandhiji's
vision of Clean India, by his 150th birth anniversaryin 2019.”

- Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

The Mahatma firmly advocated that this world has enough for everyone's need but
not greed. Gandhian economics, no wonder, cannot be more relevant today in
times of erratic economic development, jobless growth and adverse climate
changes.

India is celebrating the 150th birth anniversary of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.
From padayatras (covering a distance, usually a long one, by walk) to spinning of
the charaka (the wheel) to emphasis on cleanliness - the government's pet
programme Swachh Bharat Mission - the Mahatma's ideas are rightly being played
out with pomp and fervour. Yet sufficient care should be taken to ensure that these
ideas or ideals do not turn into mere symbolisms.

What Gandhi achieved in his life was a miracle. He lived in the hearts of millions of
Indians and was respected by all. He laid great emphasis on banishing
untouchability, promoting Hindu-Muslim unity, promoting literacy and in the
development of a great nation —India. He moved the people with his sincerity and
sacrifice. At his behest, they were ready to lay down their lives for the freedom of
the country from foreign powers. His name lives on. Even after all these years, his
principles, dedication and mission continue to inspire the country.
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Dear Ma’am

I am glad to know that Swami Sahajanand College of Commerce and Management

1s going to bring out its Annual Magazine ‘Symphony’.
I am happy to learn the “Symphony” the college magazine of Swami Sahajanand

taken and the contribution of teaching faculty under the able leadership of Principal

and trustees. The theme of magazine “birth anniversary of Father of Nation” is quite

appreciable.
I appreciate the efforts of the editors of magazine and coordinators of this project.

College of Commerce and Management, is coming with its annual issue. The
magazine has illustrated the importance of several new initiatives the college has

I convey my best wishes for the success of this endeavor.

Yours sincerely

(A%ar)

:
i
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FOUNDER TRUSTEE

Prophet, spiritual leader, secular saint, freedom fighter, social reformer, philosopher,
healer and “Father of the Nation”—Mahatma Gandhi is perhaps the most deified political figure in
modern history. Many were baffled by his masterful grip over statecraft combined with his garb of
a religious ascetic—a loincloth and shawl, which he insisted on wearing even when he went to
meet the English emperor in 1931.

While he is much written about, perhaps the only Indian most profusely written about,
Gandhi continues to fascinate, confound and stupefy. For someone whose intellectual and political
development crystallized outside India, who upon his return from South Africa was sent on an
India study tour by his political mentor Gopal Krishna Gokhale who considered him a “naive
foreigner”, who came up with the phrase “non-cooperation” because of his unfamiliarity with
Hindi at the time, Gandhi worked his way up to command staggering resonance across India. As
Gandhi wrote in 1947, “For men like me, you have to measure them not by the rare moments of
greatness in their lives, but by the amount of dust they collect on their feet in the course of life's
journey.” What are the lesser-known facets of his life's journey from Mohandas to Mahatma?

Hope this issue of Symphony 2019-20 reveals the different aspects of life of Gandhiji.
Congratulation to the team Symphony of SSCCM for coming with the theme Gandhi @ 150.

Prof. Dr. Suresh R. Savani
Founder Trustee
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PRINCIPAL

To mark the special occasion of 150 the birth
anniversary of the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, SSCCM has taken up the
responsibility to inculcate his virtue and pay
tribute in every manner possible”

The philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi stands tall
on two key pillars — truth and nonviolence and
much other worldly wisdom have been
shaping people even today. Mahatma Gandhi
has been credited for being the sole designer
and ambassador of simple living.
Remembering the father of the nation on his
150th birth anniversary, SSCCM is using
unique platforms to promote the 'Gandhian
ldeology' by creating a highly interactive
environment at campus.

SSCCM has made an action plan for adequate
display/publicity in campus and even adopted
villages like Valukad, Sidsar and Gopnath

incorporating Gandhiji's messages towards
youth, development, cleanliness and
universal brotherhood in association with
NSS as the knowledge partner and has been
propagating his ideas, values and thoughts
since last one year.

The theme of this issue Gandhi @ 150 of our
College magazine “Symphony” is profusely
aiming towards enhancing the knowledge of
today's generation to know more about their
Father of the Nation. Father of the Nation
who has helped achieved the nation for
achieving freedom. How his principles and
philosophies have helped the nation fight
against wrong without weapons. His two
weapons only were Truth and Non-Violence.

Wishing you the best for scaling bigger
success and achieving newer heights in the
coming days.

Dr. Hetal Mehta
Principal




Mahatma Gandhi's life itself is a textbook. He
never asked anyone to do anything, but
showed everyone how to do it. He is also a
true role model for the new generation since
he was himself an ideal example for
everything he spoke and taught. He inspires
because his life still shows the most beautiful
picture of love, peace, honesty and truth.

The Nation is gearing up to offer Karyanjali as
a Shraddhanjali (Tribute) to Mahatma Gandhi
and Kasturba Gandhi on their 150th Birth
Anniversary.

Gandhiji's freedom struggle culminated in
India's Independence on 15th August, 1947.
Mahatma Gandhi strived to lead the country to
not just political independence, but to a better
India and a society free of caste, religious,
economic and even gender prejudices.
Though politically independent, India has long
since grappled with the same vital issues that
Gandhiji had to face when he came back to
India on January 9, 1915 after his South
African odyssey viz. —health issues, drinking
water problem, social issues etc.

The occasion of 150th birth anniversary
celebrations has given us an opportunity to

EDITOR'S

ldea of Karyanjali

remind the humanity of the efficacy of the
message of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi's
lessons are relevant in every policy of the
country such as Swacch Bharat, rights of
women and children, and of civil liberties of
small and disadvantaged groups, health and
well-being of the Indian farmer and the Indian
village.

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra
Modi ji had stressed that all programmes
associated with these celebrations should be
designed around the theme of “Karyanjali” —or
“Gandhi in action”. Also, he had said that
event should serve to increase awareness
about Gandhiji nationally as well as globally;
the occasion should be celebrated in a manner
that ensures Mahatma Gandhi continues to be
an inspiration for future generations.

Being the Editor of our annual magazine
Symphony, it gives me great pleasure to bring
to you this Special issue Gandhi @ 150.

| heartily congratulate Team Symphony for all
the hard work.

Dr. Heer Sachapara
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Swami Sahajanand College of Arts

Dr. Heenaba Zala
Assistant Professor

It has been seventy years since Mahatma
Gandhi departed from our midst. But his life
and soul continue to animate humanity
transcending national and international
boundaries. His contribution to human
development is far too great and varied to
have been forgotten or to be overlooked. The
world today recognizes him as a far more
compelling social innovator than humanity
ever realized.

The life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is
a story of heroic effort to establish the
values of Truth and Non-violence in human
life. In pursuing this objective Gandhiji
became a Mahatma from a mere ‘Monya'. He
became a messenger, for the people of the
world surrounded by fire of violence in the
twentieth century. He also became 'The
Father of The Nation'. He saved India and
Britain from mutual hate and revenge by
resorting to the

experiment of Truth and Non-violence in
India's struggle for freedom. This created an
atmosphere which made it possible for other
countries of Asia and Africa to free
themselves without bloodshed from the hold
of the European countries which had
subdued them in the nineteenth century.




Being born in a middle-class Vaishnava
family and brought up in that atmosphere till
he joined school and received instruction
according to the system then prevailing, he
lived, dressed and dined in the way all
children of that class did. Later, he went to
England for studies and changed his dress to
suit the conditions of that country. But in
food and certain other matters, he remained
true to the lesson he had learnt early in life.
On his return to India after being called to
the Bar, he passed through difficult times as

all beginners in the profession of the law
have to do and it was as a lawyer that he
went to South Africa to help a client. He had,
however, to spend many years there as the
condition of Indians and the treatment they
received demanded that he should serve
them rather than return to India. His struggle
with the authorities brought about a
considerable change in his life and by the
time he returned to India, he had already
become a Mahatma. His dress in India on his
return was different from what he used to
wear when he was practicing as a Barrister
and conformed to the old Kathiawadi type.

If in South Africa it was the Railway Ticket
Collector who paved the way for the birth of
a Satyagrahi, in India it was a poor peasant
from Champaran, Rajkumar Shukla, who
provided him a platform to test the power of
Satyagraha on the Indian

soil. His campaign in favour of the non-co-
operation movement brought about another
change which identified his outward
appearance with that of the humblest and
lowliest of the land and he stuck to the loin
cloth till he departed with the name of God
on his lips.

Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned several
times in his pursuit of non-cooperation and
undertook many 'fasts' to protest against the
oppression of the down trodden in India.

He invented the techniques of mass —civil
disobedience in South Africa which were
later emulated in India and across the world.

On January 30th, 1948, the assassin's bullet
ended the physical existence of Mahatma
Gandhi and made him immortal who left an
indelible legacy to the mankind —'My life is
my Message'.

o dh’i@’zﬁ-;zq1'g'?o o
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Gandhi Inspires

Smt. Nisha Hariyani
Assistant Professor
Swami Sahajanand School of Management

Role of Mahatma Gandhi as an Inspiration
into the lives of the famous world leaders

1. Barack Obama often cited Mahatma Gandhi as one of his
In 2009, when Barack Obama greatest teachers: “Gandhi's ideas have
was visiting Wakefield High played a vital role in South Africa's
School in the US, a ninth grader transformation and with the help of Gandhi's
asked the would-be President: teaching, apartheid has been overcome.”
“If you could have dinner with 4. HH Dalai Lama

anyone, dead or alive, who
would it be?” Obama chuckled
and answered: “Well, dead or alive, that's a
pretty big list. You know, I think that it might
be Gandhi, who is a real hero of mine.”

His Holiness the Dalai Lama,
monk and exiled leader of the
Tibetan people, has always said
he is a follower of Mahatma
Gandhi. Both the leaders were
representatives of the idea that

2. Aung San Suu Kyi

Nobel Peace Prize winner and political change must be
prominent Burmese freedom secondary to spiritual evolution. “I have the
fighter Aung San Suu Kyi, while greatest admiration for Mahatma Gandhi. He
addressing students at was a great human being with a deep
Columbia University in New understanding of human nature. His life has
York in 2012, said Gandhi had inspired me,” said the Dalai Lama.
been one of the major 5. John Lennon

influences in her life and she urged
the students to read his works.

British musician and member
of the revolutionary band, The
Beatles, John Lennon referred
to Gandhi as an influence on his

of the South African people and music. John and his wife Yoko
8 another giant of the 20th Ono protested for non-violent

century anti-colonial struggle, ' interactions in the world, and

3. Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela, great leader

 Gandh
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for the end of the Vietnam War.
6. Martin Luther King Jr.

“Christ gave us the goals and
Mahatma Gandhi the tactics,”
said Martin Luther King Jr., the
beloved civil rights leader in the
United States of America, who
adopted non-violence as the

weapon of choice to help
millions of African Americans fight for their
rights.

1. Albert Einstein

= Albert Einstein and Gandhi
- ¥ were big admirers of each other
sl @ and exchanged letters
% frequently. Einstein called
Gandhi “a role model for the
generations to come” in a letter,

writing about him. “I believe that
Gandhi's views were the most enlightened of
all the political men in our time,” he said.

8. Al Gore

Former US Vice-President and
environmentalist Al Gore
acknowledges Gandhi's
influence on him, especially in
his fight against global
warming: “Mahatma Gandhi's
philosophy of satyagraha can bhe
translated to mean truth force. It is this truth
force which can help us to fight this battle

= Ga/;?d_hi@‘l

honestly and with people's participation.”
9. Steve Jobs

Y. O

When Steve Jobs started his
second innings at Apple in the
year 1997, he stood before a
giant portrait of Mahatma

Gandhi and said these words
before a packed audience:
“Here's to the crazy ones. The
misfits. The rebels. The troublemakers...
because the people who are crazy enough to
think they can change the world, are the
ones who do.” It is believed that Mahatma
Gandhi inspired these words.

10. Rabindranath Tagore

Although Rabindranath Tagore

and Gandhi had some sharp
differences, the former was the
first notable contemporary to
refer to the latter as Mahatma.
“Mahatma Gandhi came and
stood at the door of India's
destitute millions...who else has so
unreservedly accepted the vast masses of
the Indian people as his flesh and
blood...Truth awakened Truth,” he said.
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Ms. Bhumika Makvanai

P. G. Centre of Social Work

Assistant Professor

l Gandhi.: Surprising Facts on
His Life and How His
Legacy Lives on Today

Take a look at some remarkable
facts on Mahatma Gandhi's life
and celebrate his peaceful
activism, which is very much
alive today.

On January 21, 2017, the Women's March on
Washington became the largest human rights
protest in U.S. history, with an estimated 3.3
million demonstrators (and counting) in over
500 cities — with not a single arrest or act of
violence recorded. The march was rooted in
the nonviolent civil disobedience philosophies
of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma
Gandhi.

Gandhi forged India's independence from
British rule in 1947 by staging massive
peaceful demonstrations against poverty and

the fight for women's rights and religious
tolerance. Despite his death, Gandhi has
become immortalized in our psyche as a
hero of human rights and synonymous with
the act of peaceful protest. He continues to
inspire nonviolent human rights movements
all around the world and has influenced the
leadership of contemporary heavyweights
like Nelson Mandela, Cesar Chavez, the Dalai
Lama, and Aung San Suu Kyi.

In honor of Gandhi's legacy, we look at some
surprising facts about his personal life,
career, and politics.

-Gandhi was not the best student. Although
he was known for being highly ethical with
good English skills, he was considered a
mediocre student in math and poor in
Geography. He also had bad handwriting,
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which he was embarrassed about.

-Gandhi was a teenage newlywed. He was
only 13 years old when he married his 14-
year-old bride Kasturba in 1882.

The young couple weren't too fond of each
other but later found common ground. The
death of their first child made him a strong
opponent of child marriage.

-Gandhi spoke English like an Irishman. (One
of his first English teachers was from
Ireland.)

-Gandhi's civil disobedience was inspiredby
American Transcendentalist Henry David
Thoreau, whose famous essay "Givil
Disobedience,” he read while he was in
prison.
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-Gandhi's activism started in South Africa.
Having a hard time finding work as a lawyer
in India, Gandhi travelled to South Africa in
1893, where he was given legal work
through an Indian firm. It was there that he
and his fellow Indians encountered constant
discrimination by the Dutch and the British,
which in turn, inspired him to fight for their
rights. During his time in South Africa, where
he was imprisoned many times, he
developed his concept of peaceful resistance
and "satyagraha" (firmness in truth).
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7 Little known facts

Ms. Zeal Somani

about Mahatma Gandhi that will surprise you

Today the world is celebrating the 151st
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. He
was the man who leads our country to
freedom. Mahatma Gandhi, known
throughout India as the "father of the
nation," was a powerful voice for peace
during a very volatile time in India's
history.

People all around the world are
celebrating this day in a unique way.
While Twitter launched special emoji on
this occasion, the National Gandhi
Museum at Rajghat launched a series of
programs, including "recreated
heartbeats" of the father of the nation.

From PM Modi to President Kovind paid
tribute to the father of nation Mahatma
Gandhi at Rajghat.

There are a few facts about Gandhi that
surprise everyone. Here are 7
astonishing facts about his life that will

surprise you. Take a look...

1. Mahatma Gandhi was responsible
for the Civil Rights movement in 12
countries.

2. Mahatma Gandhi was nominated
for the Nobel Peace prize 5 times

3. Great Britain released a stamp
honouring him after 21 years of his
death.

4. Mahatma Gandhi's funeral procession
of was 8 kilometers long.

5. Mahatma Gandhi wrote letters to
several renowned people during that
time.

6. 48 roads outside India that are named
after Mahatma Gandhi.

7. Steve's round glasses were tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi.
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